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CHAPTER 7:  ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 

       
First two photos by Randy Uhl 
 
 
7.1 Introduction 

 
Several characteristics of the population, the labor force, and the economic base of the City of 
Decorah play a major role in its economic development and will be discussed in this element.   
 
Decorah is fortunate to have key partners all working together to strengthen economic 
development within the community. Key partners are listed below. 
 
Winneshiek County Development, Inc. 

Winneshiek County Development, Inc. (WDCI) has been serving Winneshiek County for over 20 
years through involvement in new business development, business expansion, and small start-up 
efforts. WCDI also helps write and administer projects. In recent years, WCDI has brought in 
capital for a number of community development projects including water/sewer, new roads, trails, 
downtown facades, city parks, and more. More information:  www.winneshiekdevelopment.org  
 
Decorah Jobs, Inc. 

Decorah Jobs is a local economic development group whose primary purpose is to conserve, 
improve, develop, promote, advance, and expand existing industrial, commercial, and professional 
enterprises. Decorah Jobs focuses to attract and aid in securing the location of new industries in 
Decorah by advertising and publicizing the industrial, cultural, labor, social, educational, and 
physical advantages of the area. Decorah Jobs teams up with WCDI to assist the organization by 
location, developing, and making available suitable industrial sites and locations. More 
information:  www.winneshiekdevelopment.org/communities/decorah/decorah-jobs-inc 
 
Decorah Area Chamber of Commerce 

The Decorah Area Chamber of Commerce (DACC) has been around for more than 90 years and 
serves as a partner for business owners. The DACC ensures that the Northeast Iowa business 
community remains vital, relevant, and productive now and into the future, regardless of the 
changes that take place in the business world. More information:  www.decorahareachamber.com 
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Winneshiek County Convention and Visitors Bureau 

The Winneshiek County Convention and Visitors Bureau promotes the natural beauty and the 
plethora of things to do, see and experience within Winneshiek County. The Convention and 
Visitors Bureau was merged with WCDI in 2018. More information:  www.visitdecorah.com 
 

7.2 Education 
 
One factor that may influence income and employment is education. The following Figure 57 
compares the levels of education for Decorah and Winneshiek residents for 2016. Of note is that 
numbers have increased since 2010 for persons with at least some college education or more for 
both Decorah and Winneshiek County. For Decorah, college-educated persons jumped from 2,373 
in 2010 to 3,096 in 2016. For Winneshiek County, college-educated persons jumped from 7,032 in 
2010 to 8,249 in 2016. 

 
Figure 57:  Educational Attainment for Persons 25 Years of Age and Older for 2016 

Category 
Decorah Winneshiek County 

Number Percent Number Percent 

Less than 9th Grade 77 1.7% 367 2.7 

9th to 12th Grade, No 
Diploma 121 2.7% 387 2.9% 

High School Graduate, 
Includes GED 1,191 26.6% 4,568 33.7% 

Some College, No 
Degree 781 17.4% 2,567 18.9% 

Associate Degree 450 10.0% 1,939 14.3% 

Bachelor’s Degree 1,108 24.7% 2,335 17.2% 

Graduate or 
Professional Degree 757 16.9% 1,408 10.4% 

Total 4,485 100.0% 13,571 100.0% 

Source: (U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey, 2016) 

 
 
7.3 Economy and Labor Force 
 

The labor force is the driver behind Decorah’s economy. Figure 58 discusses unemployment rate 
trends by year for Decorah, Winneshiek County, and Iowa from 2010-2016.
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Figure 58:  Civilian Labor Force Unemployment Rate 2010-2016 

 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

Decorah  5.7% 5.0% 5.4% 3.5% 2.8% 2.5% 2.4% 

Winneshiek 
County 

3.9% 4.1% 4.1% 3.7% 3.1% 3.0% 2.5% 

State of 
Iowa 

5.3% 5.5% 5.6% 5.8% 5.4% 4.9% 4.5% 

Source: (U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey, 2016) 
 
Figure 59 below highlights Decorah’s top ten leading employers, as reported by Winneshiek 
County Development, Inc. Decorah’s top five employers include Luther College (640 
employees), Stanley Engineering (500 employees), Winneshiek Medical Center (430 
employees), Bruening Rock Products (410 employees) and Walmart (350 employees). 
   
Figure 59:  Top Employers in Decorah 

Employer Name 
Industry Product or 
Service 

Employed 

Luther College Higher Education 640 

Stanley Engineering 
Engineering and 
Manufacturing 

500 

Winneshiek Medical Center Health Care 430 
Bruening Rock Products Construction 410 
Wal-Mart Retail Sales 350 

Rockwell Collins 
Communication and 
Aviation Electronics 

270 

Decorah Community Schools K-12 Education 250 

DECO 
Engineering and 
Manufacturing 

220 

Northeast Iowa Community 
Action 

Non-Profit Social Services 200 

Aase Haugen Homes Elderly Care 185 
Source:  (Winneshiek County Development Inc., 2016) 
 
According to the figures shown in Figure 60, Decorah’s top three leading industries are: 
Education, Health, and Social Services (47%); Retail Trade (10.9%); and Manufacturing 
(9.0%). The three largest industries for all of Winneshiek County are:  Education, Health, 
and Social Services (33.2%), Manufacturing (11.8%), and Retail Trade (10.2%).  
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Figure 60:  Economic Base of Decorah and Winneshiek County in 2016 

Category 
Decorah Winneshiek County 
Number Percent Number Percent 

Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing, Mining 136 2.8% 1,087 8.9% 
Construction 145 3.0% 761 6.3% 
Manufacturing 438 9.0% 1,441 11.8% 
Wholesale Trade 132 2.7% 413 3.4% 
Retail Trade 529 10.9% 1,237 10.2% 
Transportation, Warehousing, and Utilities 107 2.2% 434 3.6% 
Information 74 1.5% 160 1.3% 

Finance, Insurance, Real Estate, Rental, and 
Leasing 

173 3.6% 511 4.2% 

Professional, Scientific, and Management; 
Administrative and Waste Management Services 

265 5.4% 553 4.5% 

Educational Services, Health Care, and Social  
Assistance 

2,288 47% 4,044 33.2% 

Art, Entertainment, and Recreation; 
Accommodations and Food Service 

370 7.6% 731 6.0% 

Other Services 170 3.5% 575 4.7% 
Public Administration 41 0.8% 222 1.8% 
Total Employed Persons 4,865 100.0% 12,169 99.9% 

Source: (U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey, 2016) 
 
Figure 61 and Figure 62 classify employees into general employment categories. The largest 
occupation categories for Decorah are:  Management, Business, Science, and Arts (40.0%) 
and Service (24.3%). In Winneshiek County, the largest occupation categories are:  
Management, Business, Science, and Arts (37.0%) and Sales and Office (21.3%).  
 
Figure 61:  Occupation Classification of Persons Employed in 2016 

Occupation 
Description 

Decorah Winneshiek County 
Number Percent Number Percent 

Management, Business, Science, and Arts  1,948 40.0% 4,500 37.0% 
Service  1,183 24.3% 2,083 17.1% 
Sales and Office 1,036 21.3% 2,587 21.3% 
Natural Resources, Construction, and 
Maintenance 

222 4.6% 1,238 10.2% 

Production, Transportation, and Material 
Moving 

479 9.8% 1,761 14.5% 

Total Employed Persons 4,868 100.0% 12,169 100.1% 
Source:  (U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey, 2016) 
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Figure 62:  Occupation Classification of Persons Employed in 2016 for Decorah 

 
Source:  (U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey, 2016) 
 
In terms of commuting for Decorah, almost 40% more people commute in to work in 
Decorah compared to those commuting out to work, as shown in Figure 63. Almost 1,500 
people both live and work in Decorah.  
 
Figure 63:  Commuter Concentration into and out of Decorah 

 

Source:  (U.S. Census Bureau, Center for Economic Studies, 2014) 
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Median household and per capita income levels for selected jurisdictions are provided in 
Figure 64. Decorah statistics, according to the Census Bureau, are near the top of the 
communities shown. In comparison to the County and State in 2016, the City had a lower 
per capita income and median income. 
 
Figure 64:  Per Capita and Median Household Income for Selected Communities 

Community 
Per Capita Income Median Household Income 

2000 2010 2016 2000 2010 2016 
Calmar 17,958 19,489 23,176 36,250 38,378 50,929 
Castalia 17,228 20,465 24,901 30,417 33,125 41,250 
Decorah 16,351 19,551 24,334 37,485 43,099 52,912 
Fort Atkinson 14,702 23,650 28,456 34,205 41,042 44,375 
Jackson Junction 15,824 26,249 41,451 31,875 44,167 76,875 
Ossian 16,490 23,291 26,638 38,214 51,813 50,625 
Ridgeway 15,206 19,317 24,533 33,750 36,667 49,821 
Spillville 15,674 37,392 23,879 32,500 36,750 39,342 
Winneshiek 17,047 24,161 27,240 38,908 49,645 57,009 
State of Iowa 19,674 25,060 28,872 39,469 48,052 54,570 

Source:  (U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey, 2016) 
  
A comparison of median household income for ten-year time periods from 2000-2016 
among the communities is shown in 
Figure 65. 
 

Figure 65:  Median Household Income Comparison 
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Source:  (State Data Center, 2012); (U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey, 2016) 
 
The Economic Census of the United States, which provides additional economic data, is 
taken every five years in years ending in “2” and “7”. This information provides more 
detailed economic statistics for both the City and the county.  
 
Figure 66 shows retail trade statistics for Decorah and Winneshiek County for the 2007 and 
2012 Economic Censuses. For both Decorah and Winneshiek County, the number of 
establishments and number of paid employees decreased. However, sales and annual payroll 
increased during the same time period.  
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Figure 66:  Retail Trade for Selected Communities 

2012 
Geographic 
Area 

Number of 
Establishments 

Sales ($1,000) Annual 
Payroll 

Paid 
Employees 

Decorah 82 $214,956 $20,842 952 
Winneshiek 121 $292,986 $26,809 1,185 

2007 
Geographic 
Area 

Number of 
Establishments 

Receipts 
($1,000) 

Annual 
Payroll 

Paid 
Employees 

Decorah 88 $211,831 19,174 978 
Winneshiek 129 $289,636 24,739 1,221 

Source:  (2012 Economic Census of United States, 2012) 
 
Manufacturing industry statistics for Decorah and Winneshiek County are illustrated in 
Figure 67. As reflected in Figure 60 and Figure 61 shown previously, these industries play 
an important role in the economies of each jurisdiction. According to the table, the City and 
county statistics for number of establishments and annual payroll increased. While during 
the same time, the number of paid employees decreased. In addition, total value for services 
for the county increased; the Economic Census did not provide this data for Decorah.    
 
Figure 67:  Manufacturing Industries for Selected Communities 

2012 

Geographic 
Area 

Number of 
Establishments 

Total Value 
for Services 
($1,000) 

Annual 
Payroll 
($1,000) 

Paid 
Employees 

Decorah 18 Withheld $43,758 1,015 
Winneshiek 34 $300,910 $60,563 1,402 

2007 

Geographic Area 
Number of 
Establishments 

Receipts 
($1,000) 

Annual Payroll 
($1,000) 

Paid Employees 

Decorah 17 Withheld 41,239 1,290 
Winneshiek 31 288,679 58,049 1,721 

Source:  (2012 Economic Census of United States, 2012) 
 
The Wholesale Trade sector comprises establishments engaged in wholesaling merchandise, 
generally without transformation, and rendering services incidental to the sale of 
merchandise. The merchandise described in this sector includes the outputs of agriculture, 
mining, manufacturing, and certain information industries, such as publishing. As is shown 
in Figure 68, the City of Decorah experienced a slight decline in number of establishments 
while the county experienced an increase in the number of establishments between 2007 and 
2012. Wholesale trade sales reported in the county and the City increased. Finally, the City 
reported decreases in annual payroll and employees, while the county reported a rise in 
annual payroll and number of employees during the same period of time.  
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Figure 68:  Wholesale Trade for Selected Communities 

2012 

Geographic Area 
Number of 
Establishments 

Sales ($1,000) 
Annual Payroll 
($1,000) 

Number of 
Employees 

Decorah 12 $33,550 $2,717 67 
Winneshiek 33 $281,939 $14,542 271 

2007 
Geographic Area Number of 

Establishments 
Sales ($1,000) Annual Payroll 

($1,000) 
Number of 
Employees 

Decorah 13 $27,680 $3,706 86 
Winneshiek 30 $167,268 $9,586 259 

Source:  (2012 Economic Census of United States, 2012) 
 
Figure 69 highlights per capita average retail sales for community in Northeast Iowa during 
2016. Decorah shows the highest per capital retail sales ($23,336), and Fayette shows the 
lowest ($4,601). 
 
Figure 69:  Per Capita Average Retail Sales in Northeast Iowa 

 
Source:  (Iowa State University Extension and Outreach, 2017) 
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7.4 Decorah Financials 

Figure 70, Figure 71, Figure 72, Figure 73 and Figure 74 discuss the City of Decorah’s 
financial information.  
 
Decorah has historically not carried much bond, or outstanding debt issues. For FY20, the 
city has added one new debt structure, which is the general loan for library, water dept, and 
fire station repairs. This is a three-year debt retiring in June 2022. There are no debt 
obligations set to retire in FY20, and one set to retire in FY21. The city’s debt capacity and 
overall debt position remains strong. For FY20, the city’s debt amount is $4,940,000, 
approximately 16.89% of the legal limit. 

 
Decorah’s taxable valuations increased in 2018 by 1.8% or $5,695,992. This compares to an 
increase of 3.5% in FY17 and a decrease of .13% in FY16. The increase for FY18 is most 
likely due to the increase in the residential rollback as it increased by 1.3132% to 56.9391% 
of assessed valuations. 

 
Figure 70:  FY19 Fund Balances 
Source: (City of Decorah Annual Reports) 
 

 Fund 
 

Year-end FY19 – as 
budgeted 

  Reserve % 
per policy 

  
 

   
General 

 
30%  30% 

     Fund balance  $1,337,360  $1,337,360 
  

 
   

LOST – (local option sales tax) 
 

52%  50% 
     Fund balance  $491,964  $412,544 
  

 
   

Road Use Tax (gas tax) 
 

64%  50% 
     Fund balance  $624,029  $487,997 
  

 
   

Water 
 

-20%  30% 
      Fund balance 

 
$-172,763  $251,178 

     
Sewer 

 
3%  30% 

     Fund balance  $25,476  $322,893 
     
Storm Water 
(implemented in 12/16) 

 0%  30% 

     Fund balance  $0.00  $38,400 
     
Debt Service max (levy)  11.9%  25% of overall levy 
     Amount  $1.67  $3.52 (max) 
     
Debt amount max  19.4%  75% of available limit 
     Amount  $5,513485  $21,288,854 
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Figure 71:  Revenue Trends in the City’s Annual Financial Reports 
Source:  (City of Decorah Annual Reports) 
Deleted – April 2019 
All city financial reports and annual audits are available from the Clerk / Treasurer’s Office. 

Figure 72:  General Obligation Bond Indebtedness Repayment Schedule (Includes TIF) 

Fiscal Year Annual Principal Annual Interest Total Annual 
2014 950,000 90,309 1,040,309 
2015 955,000 74,187 1,029,187 
2016 984,000 52,877 1,036,877 
2017 1,247,750 149,820 1,397,570 
2018 1,251,075 148,700 1,399,775 

Source:  (City of Decorah) 
 

Figure 73:  General Obligation Bond Debt Analysis 
Legal limit is 5% of total property valuation    FY = fiscal year, July 1 – June 30 
FY17 legal limit equals $25,316,519     
FY17 actual amount is $6,449,703 or 25.4% of limit    
 
FY18 legal limit equals $25,543,080 
FY18 actual amount is $5,669,960 or 22.1% of limit 
 
FY19 legal limit equals $28,385,139 
FY19 actual amount is $5,513,485 or 19.4% of limit 

 
Figure 74:  Decorah Property Tax Rate Trends for the Last Ten Fiscal Years 

Fiscal Year 
City of 
Decorah 
Levies 

School 
District 
Levies 

Winneshiek 
County 
Levies 

Northeast 
Iowa 
Community 
College 
Levies 

Total Tax 
Levy 

2000 11.94677 13.15674 4.77349 .56995 32.15346 
2001 11.77868 13.00120 6.92011 .57072 33.54356 
2002 11.80528 13.16969 6.52857 .57507 33.27837 
2003 11.74032 12.99554 6.37992 .57791 33.00115 
2004 12.42092 14.93752 6.26276 .59804 35.59876 
2005 12.42896 15.29597 6.56222 .60517 36.12785 
2006 12.42744 15.62743 6.54306 .61127 36.41512 
2007 12.42477 15.47141 6.53266 .61270 36.20613 
2008 12.42144 15.39369 6.60676 .55714 36.17020 
2009 12.42986 15.83816 7.44968 .99471 37.86942 
2010 12.54483 15.82718 7.18782 1.03532 37.68107 

Source:  (City of Decorah) 
Note: Amounts shown above represent the tax rate per $1,000 of taxable valuation. 
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7.5 Tourism Impact to the Local Economy 
 
Tourism plays a major role in the local economy. The Iowa Tourism Office estimated the 
economic impact of tourism for Winneshiek County in 2016 at over $30 million (Iowa 
Economic Development Authority, 2017). Figure 75 below shows the impact of tourism for 
Iowa counties. The bluff country of Northeast Iowa is a big draw for visitors from across the 
state and nation. As stated by the Winneshiek County Convention and Visitor’s Bureau, 
“Heralded for undeniable scenic beauty, Winneshiek County and Decorah offer a plethora 
of things to do, see and experience. Whatever the season, whatever the reason; your stay is 
sure to be unforgettable.”  
 
Figure 75:  Impact of Domestic Traveler Spending in Iowa, 2016 

 
Source:  (Travel Iowa, 2017) 

 
 
7.6 Economic Development Programs and Organizations 
 
Economic Resources 
There are many programs at the federal, state, and regional level that can help Decorah and 
its residents in supporting new business growth and expansion. Below is a list of programs 
available to all residents of Winneshiek County. Any interest should be directed to the 
Winneshiek County Economic Development. More information:  
www.winneshiekdevelopment.org 
 

 



 

 

D e c o r a h  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  P l a n  Page 131 

Tax Incentives in Decorah 

Decorah offers Tax Increment Financing (TIF) and tax abatement incentives, there have 
been 16 Urban Revitalization or Urban Renewal Districts created in Decorah.  Some, such 
as the Urban Revitalization district for the C-3 area, have been renewed after their 
expiration. The City has established criteria as well as an application process for projects 
that may be assisted by one of these economic development tools.  
 
Some examples include infrastructure improvements at the Decorah Business Park; 
Fareway Store relocation assistance; and Residential (Riverwalk Subdivisions) assistance for 
public infrastructure through a rebateable TIF). The City of Decorah has adopted a 
residential tax abatement program in 2014 to encourage urban revitalization and housing. 
As shown in Figure 18 and Figure 19 in Chapter 2, the increase in the number of housing 
permits and residential construction happening in recent years can likely be attributed to the 
residential tax abatement program. 
 
Tax Incentives in Winneshiek County 

Both the City of Decorah and Winneshiek County offer tax abatement in select situations to 
assist a new or expanding business in making improvements to their property. When taxes 
are abated, the property owner continues to pay taxes on the property at the rate before 
improvements are made to that property. The increased amount of taxes is abated for a set 
period of time. 
 
IowaMicroLoan 

IowaMicroLoan is a program created to help Iowans realize their goal of achieving business 
success when there is a solid idea, team, and commitment to make it work. IowaMicroLoan 
was created for those microbusinesses that are considered on the fringe of risk-bearing 
capacity for most traditional financial institutions. More information:  
www.iowamicroloan.org 
 
Revolving Loan Funds 

Funding is offered to new or expanding businesses via the Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) and 
the Intermediary Relending Program (IRP) offered through Upper Explorerland Regional 
Planning Commission in Postville. These loans are available to businesses for which credit 
is not otherwise available on terms and conditions that permit completion of proposed 
business activities. More information:  www.uerpc.org/revolving-loan-fund.html 
 
New Business Start-up Packets 

Winneshiek County Development Inc. (WCDI) can assist retail and service start-up 
businesses with packets that include the following (more information:  
www.winneshiekdevelopment.org): 

 Local, regional and state contact information 
 Possible incentives 



 

 

D e c o r a h  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  P l a n  Page 132 

 Ways to organize your business (sole proprietorship, partnership, C Corporation, S 
Corporation, Limited Liability Company) 

 Business License Information Center – a clearinghouse for Iowa business 
requirements 

 Websites of interest to businesses 
 
Community Economic Betterment Account (CEBA) 

The CEBA program provides financial assistance to companies that create new employment 
opportunities and/or retain existing jobs, and make new capital investment in Iowa. The 
amount of funding is based, in part, on the number of jobs to be created/retained. Funds are 
provided in the form of loans and forgivable loans. More information:  
www.iowabiocenter.com/iowas-business-advantage/ceba.php 
 
Economic Development Set-Aside Program (EDSA) 

The EDSA program provides financial assistance to companies that create new employment 
opportunities and/or retain existing jobs, and make new capital investment in Iowa. The 
amount of funding is based, in part, on the number of jobs to be created/retained. Funds are 
provided in the form of loans and forgivable loans. At least 51 percent of the 
created/retained employment opportunities must be made available to individuals presently 
earning wages defined as low-and-moderate income. More information:  
www.iowaeconomicdevelopment.com/EDSA 
 
Value-Added Products and Processes Financial Assistance Program (VAAPFAP) 

The Value-Added Agricultural Products and Processes Financial Assistance Program seeks 
to increase the innovative utilization of Iowa's agricultural commodities. It accomplishes 
this by investing in the development of new agri-products and new processing technologies. 
Financial assistance is provided in the form of loans and forgivable loans. More 
information:  www.iowabiocenter.com/iowas-business-advantage/vap.php 
 
New Jobs and Income Program (NJIP) 

The Iowa New Jobs and Income Program provides a package of tax credits and 
exemptions to businesses making a capital investment of at least $11.4 million and creating 
50 or more jobs meeting wage and benefit targets. Qualifying businesses participating in 
NJIP receive substantial benefits. More information:  
www.iowaeconomicdevelopment.com/NewJobs 
 
Iowa Industrial New Jobs Training Program (260E) 

The Iowa Industrial New Jobs Training Program provides customized classroom 
instruction, on-the-job training and other training activities for employees in newly created 
jobs. An employer may be reimbursed up to 50 percent of new employees' wages for on-the-
job training. All training is customized to the company's special needs. Community colleges 
finance the program by the sale of tax-exempt bonds that are repaid by the tax revenue 
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generated by the salaries and capital invested to support the new jobs. As a result, company 
profits are not used to repay the bonds. More information:  
www.iowaeconomicdevelopment.com/260E 
 
Revitalize Iowa’s Sound Economy (RISE) 

RISE is an Iowa Department of Transportation program designed to promote economic 
development through construction of roads and streets. Money comes from a 1.55-cent gas 
tax. There are two elements: competitive, which provides up to 50 percent funding; and 
immediate opportunity, which provides up to 80 percent funding. More information:  
www.iowadot.gov/systems_planning/grant-programs/revitalize-iowa-s-sound-economy-
rise-program 
 
Rural Economic Development Loan and Grant Program (REDLG) 

The REDLG program provides no interest loans up to $450,000 to promote economic 
development projects. The money is provided to rural electric cooperatives that in turn 
relend funds for local projects. More information:  www.rd.usda.gov/programs-
services/rural-economic-development-loan-grant-program 
 
Iowa Targeted Small Business Program 

This program is designed to help women, minorities and the disabled overcome some of the 
major hurdles of starting or growing a small business in Iowa. More information:  
www.iowaeconomicdevelopment.com/aspx/tools/programDetails.aspx?pid=48&ppid=86 
 
Incentives for Entrepreneurs  

Figure 76 lists several resources available to entrepreneurs.  
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Figure 76:  Resources for Entrepreneurs  
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7.7 Economic Development Summary 
 

In general, the City of Decorah enjoys a measure of success in regard to economic 
development.  Like all rural communities, there are challenges, but Decorah’s economic 
outlook has been positively impacted in recent years through tourism surrounding the Trout 
Run Trail and local breweries. One of Decorah’s challenges is finding a balance between 
attracting a diversity of industry and manufacturing while also protecting sensitive 
environmental areas.  Revitalization of abandoned or underutilized properties within the 
city limits is an area for improvement. 
 
 
7.8 Economic Development Policies 
 

 Continued efforts to maintain and improve the central business district and 
contiguous business districts as the principal retail center of the City will be 
encouraged and supported.  

 
 Consider the extension of the C-3 design standard to other business districts, 

continued revitalization, development, and expansion of the central business district, 
including building front improvement programs, provisions for off-street parking, 
and improvements to the appearances of buildings, traffic circulation, and 
landscaping. 

 
 Programs that require flexibility and innovation, regarding renewal and 

redevelopment of existing poorly developed commercial areas in the central business 
district and other areas in the City, will receive favorable consideration and support 
through establishment of urban renewal districts, tax increment financing (TIF), and 
other development programs and standards.  

 
 Preservation of historically significant buildings and structures in all commercial areas of 

the City will be encouraged and supported. 
o The committee should encourage the definition and identification for criteria 

of historically significant (as stated in residential) areas and consider 
community’s input. 

 
 National Register of Historic Places – Downtown Designation 

o Continue to promote policies that encourage historic preservation efforts. 
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National Register Listing 
The August 21 National Register listing of the Decorah Commercial district is the 
completion of a three-year project that began with a small state-funded project feasibility 
grant in late 2014. 
 
The project was made possible by a state of Iowa Historical Resource Development 
Program REAP grant, which was endorsed by a dozen local civic, governmental, and 
historical/educational groups. The $25,000 state grant was matched by $6500 in 
contributions from the Decorah Bank, Depot Outlet, Java John’s, and StoryPeople, and by 
over 1000 hours of local volunteer research time. 
 
The National Register listing follows reviews by the Decorah Historic Preservation 
Commission, the state Historic Preservation Office, the State Nominations Review 
Committee, and the federal Department of the Interior. The final nomination document 
may be found at https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/index.htm. 
 
The district includes Water St. from the old Milwaukee Depot to Vesterheim, and the 
adjoining one-block sections of Washington, Winnebago, and Court Streets. The district 
includes 128 buildings and the brick paving of Court Street. 
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