
Decorah Sustainability Commission   

Wednesday, November 17, 2021, 5:00 - 6:15 pm, via Zoom  
 
Members present:  Michelle Barness, Ben Grimstad, Jeremy Leitz, Jim Martin-Schramm, Molly 

McNicoll, Ann Mansfield, 

 

Others:  Travis Goedken, Lorraine Borowski, Kirsten Olson, Emily Neal, Steve Zittergruen, Jon 

Jensen, Adrienne Clefisch, Laura Peterson, Faye Duster, John Nielsen 

Minutes 

1. Call to order.  
a. November 2021 meeting called to order by Jim Martin-Schramm at 5:00 pm 

 
2. Approval of Minutes for October meeting. See attachment.  

a. Minutes reviewed and approved.  McNicoll stated that item 3B should be 
changed to reflect the City Parks Master Plan is in development.  Motion 
made by Michelle Barness.  Second by Ben Grimstad. 

3. Presentation: Luther College Compost Collection Study (W4) by Prof. Jon Jensen and 
Adrienne Clefisch. See attached presentation slides. 

a. Discussion: Study and presentation well received.  Smaller, localized sample 
is more of an indicator rather than an absolute.  Logistical considerations of 
items to be placed into community drop-off location need to be considered 
(meat, etc.).  Re-use is endgame of composting.  City operates proposed 
drop-off site and would require staff hours to go out and work compost pile.         

b. Next steps: Jeremy will review presentation and identify next steps for DSC.  
 

4. Presentation: Luther College Air Quality Baseline Study (AW31) by Prof. Laura 
Peterson and Faye Düster. See attached presentation slides. 

a. Discussion:  Study and presentation well-received.  Using Purple Air 
Sensors, the team determined that summer air quality in the Decorah 
area is not a major issue.  The team suspects that our air quality is 
mostly influenced by weather and is probably more impacted in the 
winter months.  For this reason, they suggested that the air quality be 
studied again this winter to see if this is true.  Consideration of a 
sensor placed outside of Decorah (outside of the bowl), such as the 
airport, to monitor for any differences.  No more sensors needed 
within the city. 



b. Next steps:  Continue monitoring over winter months and look to 
place another sensor outside city area.  Prof. Peterson will work with 
the City Manager to identify a suitable site “above the bowl” to place 
a sensor. 

 
5. Update: Communication Plan (CO4) by Jeremy Leitz, Ann Mansfield, and Emily Neal. 

a. Emily Neal emphasized that communications is a priority for the City Council 
and is on the upcoming strategic planning session agenda for 11/29/21. The 
development of a communications plan needs to include city administrator, 
city clerk, council members, Winneshiek Economic Development, as well as 
the Sustainability Commission; in other words, a larger committee effort.   
Jim Martin Schramm recommended that the Council establish an ad hoc task 
force to work on the communications plan.  Travis Goedken reported that 
they are evaluating all positions in the city administration right now; would 
like to complete that process and determine if there’s a role for a 
communications person/officer.  It would be ideal to wait for that to be 
complete before facilitating an ad hoc group.  Jeremy Leitz and Ann 
Mansfield offered to participate in the planning process.  Emily Neal 
suggested we consider someone like Brad Crawford to serve on the DSC or 
an ad hoc task force since he has considerable background that might be 
helpful in communications (website development including interactive 
features, etc.) 

b. Next steps:  Travis Goedken, Mayor Borowski and Emily Neal will report back 
to DSC re the upcoming strategic planning discussion and the direction for 
communications planning in early 2022. 

 
6. Update and Possible Action: Solar PV projects proposed by Novak Electric (E4) by 

Molly McNicoll.  John Nielson with Novak Electric present for discussion. 

a. This is the project focused on solar on the roof of the Streets Department 
building and near Pulpit Rock Campground.  Molly met with Andy Nimrod 
to discuss the Pulpit Rock location.  Nimrod is excited about the idea but 
will need to review the boundaries of the park and probably get it 
surveyed.  John Nielsen has also talked with Nimrod and offered to 
provide additional information including a presentation to the park 
board. 

b. Next steps: McNicoll will follow up with Andy Nimrod.  In addition, the 
City Manager and the City Engineer will confer about the array proposed 
for the roof of the Streets Department building. 

 



7. Other Business.  
a. Downtown recycling  - Jeremy Leitz, Jim Martin Schramm, Travis Goedken and 

Jeremy Bril met to discuss logistics of pickup.  The City Engineer will reach out to 
contractors to see if they want to take on downtown garbage pickup, and then 
possibly recycling bins.   

b. Applications for Sustainability Commission Vacancy – Jim Martin-Schramm met 
with a community member who expressed interest in the vacancy.  All DSC 
members encouraged to consider people who might be interested.  Deadline to 
apply, though fluid, would be prior to December 1.  Mayor Borowski would like 
to present names to the city council in December.  Currently are seven 
appointed positions but could have more.  Interested person(s) could either 
serve as DSC member, or as someone who works with the DSC as a non-member.   

c. Quarterly meeting with community leaders – with the Covid-19 numbers still 
high in this area, it seems prudent to postpone an in-person meeting until early 
2022.  DSC will wait to hear from Mayor Borowski and Travis Goedken regarding 
best timing. 

8. Adjourn.  
a. Meeting adjourned at 6:18 pm by Jim Martin-Schramm.  Motion by Ben 

Grimstad.  Second by Jeremy Leitz. 
b. Next meeting is December 15th 5-6:30 pm. 
c. Minutes drafted by Ann Mansfield and Jeremy Leitz.   

 

    

  

  
  

Link to Sustainability Commission Information:   
https://www.decorahia.org/commission-and-boards  

Link to City of Decorah Sustainability Plan:  
https://www.decorahia.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Sustainability-Plan-Decorah-FINAL 
MARCH-2020.pdf 
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